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» postscript added to the last Newsletter announced the return of the 
school to Jerusalem. Just to maintain the continuity of our story it 
may be desirable to expand this slightly. The five members of the 
School who remained--Drs. Pellett, Toombs and Erdelyan, and lirs. Den- 
tan and I--steyed in Beirut through most of the month of November, 
Slowly getting ourselves organized as an academic community in Exile, 
but keeping in constant touch with the American Consular authorities 
So as to take advantage of the first opportunity to get back to our 
proper base of activities in Jordan. At last the break came when the 
American Ambassador in Amman gave permission for all essential male 
personnel, without families, to return to the country. Since the 
Director of the American School obviously qualifies under this head, 
I immediately took advantage of the permission and arranged to travel 
to Jerusalem on Nov. 23, being amongst the very first Americans to 
visit Jordan after the emergency evacuation in October. I found Jer- 
usalem still under a blackout ¢nd curfew, although these were abol- 
ished the day following my arrival. The city had been living under 
high emotional tension during the first week of “the troubles," but 
was finally settling down to more normal conditions. Things, indeed, 
were so normal that, after visiting most of our good friends here and 
the Ambassador in Amman, I decided thet we might just as well resume 
our corporate life and so sent telegrams to President Detweiler in 
Ithaca asking for his permission to do so and to the students in 
Beirut tellins them to be ready to return immediately. On Nove 27 
Imran and I drove to Beirut and on the following dev we all came back 
to Jerusalem after an absence which had lasted nearly a month. 


Everything was just as we had left it except that the city was pract- 
ically empty of foreigners, as it has indeed remained almost ever 


Sincee ‘se have been back for so long now that it is hard for us to 


realize that this is still forbidden territory for American tourists. 
Life within te country is relatively undisturbed, but the Suez 

crisis has left the international situation so critical that the 
American sovernment does not yet feel it can authorize ordinary trav- 
el in this area. Tourists from many other countries are now begin- 
ning slowly to trickle into Jordan but, unfortunately for our hostel 
and hence for our School income, there are no Americans. Since the 
30th of October the American School has had only one visitor, Dean 
Toshio Hareno of the Kwansei University in Nishinomiya, Japan, who 
spent about four days with us in the middle of December. ‘while nat- 
urally we do not think of our guests simply in financial terms, yet 

it is a fact that the American School depends upon the income from its 
hostel to pay the ordinary running expenses of the Jerusalem property, 
so for a long time we have had to be living largely on reserves. Both 
for this reason and because we enjoy the constant procession of visit- 
ors who normally come to the School, it is to be hoped that it will 
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soon be possible to lift the ban on tourist travel. e shell certrin- 


ly have a royal welcome for our first American visitor ai'ter so long 
a time} 


Fortunately we are a congenial group and get alons very vell together 
in our Somewhat isolated existence. In addition to the resular memb- 
ers of the School, we are glad to have, as a full member of the School 
family, Dr. Claus-Hunno Huntzinger of the University of G&ttingen, th: 
German member of the international team which has been working, or the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. He was evacuated at the same time we were, but not 
being under consular restrictions was able to return a week earlier. 
The peculiar frustrations which may arise under the conditions which 
now prevail can be illustrated by the fact that, although he has been 
in Jerusalem since Oct. 1, he has had only one week when it was possi- 
ble to work with the scrolls themselves. Most of his studying has had 
to be done in his room at the American School. The rest of us cre 
more fortunate since there is little, if any, restriction on the kind 
of things we had planned to do, except for actual participation in 
archaeological work. ‘ve regret that it has not been possible for 
Prof. Richardson and his family to return--and will not be until late 
May--but we have nevertheless been able to organize a full program of 
academic work in Historical Geography, Epigraphy, and Classical Arabic. 
In addition, each of us has some special line of investigation which 
he is pursuing on his own initiative. Dr. Toombs's is the most ambi- 
tious, since he has been working ever since his arrival on producing a 
complete personal corpus of Palestinian pottery in preparation for his 
expected participation in the Drew-NcCormick dig at Balata in July. 


‘Jnen digging at some site is not in progress, field-trips are the life- 
blood of the American School program and we have happily been able to 
carry out our work in this area with practically no hindrance, Each 
week we have taken one fairly long trip in the car and one shorter one 
in the neighborhood of Jerusalem=--such as to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, the Haram esh-Sherif, the Mount of Olives, the Kedron Val- 
ley, and the like. Nature has been kind to us and, though the weather 
is cold and a considerable amount of rain has fallen, the days on 
which we have planned trips have been uniformly pleasant and sunny. In 
this way we have been able to make trips to Sebastiyeh--the site of 
biblical Samaria, to Jib (biblical Gibeon), to the magnificent Roman 
remains at Jerash (which always inspire one with a desire for another 
trip), to Amman and the dolmen fields in the Jordan valley, to Old and 
New Testament Jericho, and to Hebron and Ramet el-Khalil. At Hebron 
we were graciously received by Shukri Satid, the secretary of the Su- 
preme Moslem Council and accorded free admission to the Haram (as was 
also the case in Jerusalem). On our visit to Qumran we were fortunate 
enough to have the efficient services of Dr. lLuntzinger as guide and 
lecturer so we are sure we missed nothing of significance in the ares 
we covered. Most of us made the somewhat adventurous descent to care 
4 and are hoping to return again before long to visit caves 1 and 12 
also. Because of feeling generated by the international situation,the 
Ecole Biblique has been unable to organize its usual field trips this 
ear and the one american student registered there, Father Claude 
eifer of the Benedictine Order, has arranged to accompany us on the 
majority of our tripse It has been a pleasure to be able to serve 2 





fellow American as well as a sister scientific institution--not to 
mention the fact that Father Peifer is very good company! 


One of our pleasantest expeditions was last week to Khirbet Mefjar, 
the site(near Jericho) of the magnificent winter palace erected by the 
Omayyad Caliph Hisham in the 8th century, destroyed by an earthquake 
even before its actual completion. The Department of Antiquities of 
Jordan was engeged during January in a brief four-week dig on this 
site and, since some members of the School will have no other oppor- 
tunity to observe a dig in process, it seemed most desirable that we 
Should so there while viork was going one Because of an unfortunate 
misunderstanding on our part we arranged to go on the day after the 
expedition was supposed to end, but when Dr. Dajani, the director, 
heard about this he immediately arranged to have work continued for 
another day, and so we made the trip as planned. He gave us a most 
interesting tour of the site, with abundant opportunity to observe the 
actual work, and tien led us to:the nearby site where Dr. Muilenburg 
made some soundings in connection with his investigation of the loca- 
tion of ancient Gilgal, finally taking us to his home for a cup of 
coffee. ‘Je feel very much in his debt. The present excavations, the 
first in a projected five-year series, are in the area north of the 
palace and the buildings uncovered seem to belong, in part at least,to 
craftsmen and artisans. There is evidence of occupation in the 
Omayyad, Fatimid and Ayyubid periods, but nothing any older. In the 
afternoon of the same day we drove up the west side of the Jordan 
Valley and then on up “fadi Far'tah to Tell Yar'ah, the site excavated 


by Pere de Vaux and identified by him vith Tirzah, the first capital 
of the Northern Kingdom; from there we returned to Jerusalem by the 
usual route through central Manasseh and Ephraim. 


Speaking, just above, of eartnquakes, I am reminded that we had an 
earthquake in Jerusalem in December--a pleasant change from our more 
usual diet of war and rumors thereof!--and on one of our visits to the 
Jordan Valley hed an opportunity of observing first-hand the differ- 
ence in the intensity of seismic disturbances here and there. In 
Jerusalem, the tremors, though unmistakable, were slight and did no 
amage, but when we visited the traditional site of the baptism of 
Jesus on the Jordan river we found that the Franciscan Chanel had a 
large crack running down its face and the chapel of the Ethiopian 
Convent (which for some strange reason has the label "Utopian" Con- 
vent over the gate) was so severely damaged that it had been necessary 
to strip it of its furniture and begin a process of extensive repair 
and strengthening of the walls. Any mention of historical earth- — 
quakes--biblical and otherwise--which we encounter in the future will 
be considerably more meaningful to uSe 


‘Tle have all been much interested in tie reorganization of the Jordan 
Nepartment of Antiquities. For several months after the retirement of 
Mire Harding as Director, there was a good deal of confusion while new 
appvointments were made and new policies established, but now every- 
thing seems safely under control. The new director is Dr. Abdul-Karim 
Gharaybeh, a former vrofessor at the ‘yrian University, and his 
assistant director, in charge of the technical aspects of the depart- 
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ment's work, is Awni Bay Dejani, who hes just completed his work for 
the doctor's desree in archeeology at the University of London, Hoth 
are vigorous administrators, devoted to their work and anxious to 
promote resesrch in Jordan, Prospective excavators in Palestine may 
be sure that both of these men will give them wholeeheerted coopern- 
tion in their undertaxings. There is certainly no disposition to 
discourage foreign enterprise in this field, but rather a great dee 
Sire to expand it, although necessarily under somewhat stricter 
control than in the paste 


# concluding note, on what may seem to some to be a frivolous sub- 
ject, but not frivolous to those who have tried to carry on serious 
study in Jerusalem in recent years: the installation of @& new transe 
former in the neighborhood of the School has resulted in raisins our 
electric power to full efficiencyt For the first time in many years 
it is now possible to reed a book in Jerucalem at night vith as 
great comfort as in Mew York City 


robert UC. dentan, Director 


Jerusalem School 





